All minutes are draft until ratified by the Committee at the next meeting


Marchwood Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council held at Marchwood Village Hall on Monday
 26 September 2022 commencing at 7.30pm
Present:

       Councillors: Cllr J Case – Chairman, M Havercroft, P Mballa, M Proctor, S Roach, G Wright and R Young. 



In attendance: T Dudley, Parish Clerk, C Cockeram, Deputy Clerk. 
Also present: District Councillor, Sue Bennison – County Councillor, David Harrison
Apologies
23/115 – Apologies were received from Councillors, Buckett, Hindle and Saxby due to annual    leave.
RESOLVED – to accept apologies for absence.

Declarations of Interest
23/116 - Cllr Young declared an interest in agenda item 15 in relation to his children attending the  Scouts and Guides.
Public Participation
23/117 – No members of the public attended for this item. 
Chairman’s Report
23/118 -  The Chairman had nothing to report on this occasion. 
Minutes
23/119 - RESOLVED – To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 25 July 2022 as a true and accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman.
Matters to report in relation to previous Council meeting

23/120 – The Clerk informed Council at the last Council meeting members agreed to a £150 staff reward for an officer’s 25-year service I wanted to let you know that the sum is taxable  therefore the monies paid was £159.

At the previous meeting of Council members asked that the NFDC Enforcement Officer attend Council to speak on local enforcement matters – he will be attending the next meeting of Council on 17 October.

Committee minutes 

23/121 – The minutes of the Planning Committee held on Monday 5 September 2022 were noted.
Reports from New Forest District Councillor
23/122 – Wildlife Meadow Quayside Promenade

I was asked earlier on this year to look at the meadow as residents were disappointed that it did not seem to be flourishing as was hoped again this year.   I raised this with Byron and sent some photos saying it did seem to me that more had been mown around the wild flower patch than perhaps should have been.  Byron thought it was hard to tell if it had shrunk but would meet me on site to see if some over seeding may be required, but he thought that the perennials were now establishing and because they grow bigger were dwarfing out the annuals.

I have been contacted again by the Quayside Property Maintenance company because when they held their annual residents meeting on 8th September the residents were very disappointed that it did not look this year as wonderful as it did last year.   Byron has again advised that in the first year the annuals do look great as they grow and flower in the first year but in the second year the perennials take over but do not have that burst of flower that the annuals do.

So again I am meeting Bryon on site again this Friday to see what we can do to rejuvenate it for next year.   I do wonder why we seem to be missing any annuals coming through this year, but that’s a question I will hopefully get answered on Friday.

Scout & Guide Building

Over the course of this build I have been contacted by residents raising concerns over many issues but in particular the S106 monies and how NFDC managed the spending of those monies and regarding planning the conditions that were attached and the compliance with those conditions.   I have had many conversations with Officers and Chief Executives past and present.   In July this year I again received a copy of a letter that had been sent to our New Chief Executive Kate Ryan, it covered many issues but included again compliance with the Planning Conditions that were attached to the original Planning permission No. 15/11754.   Kate very kindly agreed to meet me on site to gain a better understanding of the condition of the land around the site and the compliance with the landscaping and other conditions that prevail.   It is my belief that the conditions have been complied with but the quality of the work done is questionable.

Kate is going to have some conversations with Officers before replying in full to the resident on that those concerns regarding the condition compliance have been addressed and met.

Waterside Passenger Rail Project

I attended both the August and September Public Consultation events at Marchwood Junior School and the August Public Consultation at Totton.    I spoke with many of the residents at all 3 events I think it is fair to say that residents would like to have heard more concrete information on the project regarding timetable, level crossing issues, costs for upgrading the line and what proportion needs to be upgraded, what would be the ticket price, how many carriages etc. etc. if they were really to be able to make an informed decision on the pros and cons of a passenger service.   Many of the people I spoke to thought it was a nice idea but would not use it in preference to their car or the bus service and if they did use it it would only be now and again.   So I think it is fair to say the jury is out at the moment but we will all have to wait until we know how the full Business Case progresses as to whether it will come to fruition in the end.

Community Grant

I have had some enquiries for funding which I am progressing but still have funds available.   So please get in touch and let me know if you have any project coming up that some extra funding would help.
Cllr Sue Bennison              Tel: 02380 813442
Email: sue.bennison@NFDC.gov.uk               Email:  sue.bennison@newforestnap.gov.uk   
Reports from Hampshire County Councillor

23/123 – Not so much to report back since my July report. There haven’t been many meetings in   August, if any and of course early September has meant cancellation and postponement of meetings due to the passing of Her Majesty.

County Deal
  Negotiations with government have restarted. I am not sure that they will go anywhere. Government under Boris Johnson was keen on a Mayoral model. It’s thought that the present Prime Minister and Minister for local government are less keen. It’s hard to see how powers can be devolved down from central government, even if Hampshire County is keen, when large authorities such as Southampton and Portsmouth won’t be so enthusiastic.

Finances
  Nothing has changed with regard to the financial peril Hampshire County Council finds itself in. There was nothing of substance in the recent mini budget for local government. There is a real threat of strike action escalating as inflation runs way ahead of wage offers. The Fire Brigades Union are threatening strike action.

Highways
The long hot, dry, spell in the summer seems to have caused issues with local roads and pavements – probably by tree roots. I have also alerted Highway officers to stressed trees that might weaken and fall, a particular issue if the come down across a road. I would encourage anyone to keep reporting such things via the HCC website.

Waterside Railway
Network Rail have completed the nine live public consultation events, as well as the online consultation. No doubt they will be sifting through all of the comments and that answers to questions asked will be forthcoming, partly dependent on what exactly they decide to do. I remain largely supportive but have raised question about level crossing closures.

Grants
I still have some available in my community engagement grants budget, so (as always) if there is something planned for the village that requires a bit of financial support please do let me know about it and I will be pleased to offer support if I can.

As always, happy to answer any questions and if I cannot be physically present at your meeting, please-mail me : dharrison100@aol.com

Council policies

23/124 – Members considered the following updated and new policies:
a) Code of Conduct – RESOLVED to adopt and approve the Code of Conduct.

b) Complaints Procedure – RESOLVED to approve the Complaints Procedure.
c) Freedom of Information Policy – RESOLVED to approve the Freedom of Information Policy.

d) Publication Scheme – RESOLVED to approve the Publication Scheme.

e) Social Media Policy – Members agreed to defer this item to the next meeting of the Council in order to give further consideration to the policy. 

f) Staff handbook – RESOLVED to approve the staff handbook. 
Committee membership

23/125 – RESOLVED Cllr Leath be appointed to the Planning and Policy and Resources Committee. 
Open spaces matters

23/126 –  Members were advised following a review of historic files held by NFDC it had come to      light that the freehold of public open space at the former Royal National Amory Depo, Admiralty Quay and Larkspur Gardens had not been actioned. Legal documents and fundings had partially been received by the Parish Council. 
With regard to Larkspur Gardens it was reported that some issue had to be overcome in order for the Parish Council to take on the ownership of the land those issues were being dealt with by NFDC and the developer now named Persimmon. 
Members noted the report and requirements for the future ownership. 

External Auditor Appointment 2022/2027

23/127 – RESOLVED – To opt-in to the SAAA (Smaller Authority Audit Appointment) 2022-2027.
The Handy Trust summer project

23/128 – Members noted the report from The Handy Trust Summer report 2022. The Youth Worker and her team were thanked for the work and excellent service they had provided to local families throughout the summer.
Exempt business

23/129 – RESOLVED to exclude the press and public in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960 on the grounds that the following agenda item being considered involved the disclosure of confidential information.
23/130 –  The specification of grounds maintenance at Lloyds Recreation Ground was reviewed.
Close of meeting 

23/131 – The date of the next meeting 17 October 2022 was noted. The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
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